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Who we are

• Riparian Owners
• River Managers and Keepers
• Anglers
• Citizen Scientists and other 

concerned people

• Drop in some pictures



Who we are
• Core Team
• Paul Vignaux - Executive Director - 2.5 days/week

• Wendy Turkington - Administrator – 1 day/week 

• Sue George - Communications consultant- 1day/week

• Monica Howard – Contracted Finance Officer

• Jansen van Dok – Contracted Webmaster 

Weed Cut Wardens – L-R: Keith Fisher, Nigel de Foubert and Chris Geal



What we do
The Test and Itchen Association is dedicated to conserving and 
protecting the Hampshire chalk streams of the catchments of the  Test, 
Itchen and Meon rivers.

Membership:
• Annual Rivers Report
• AGM
• Start of Season Newsletter
• Swan Control License
• Weed cut coordination
• Regular Update Newsletters
• Hydrological and Fish Reports
• Water Expert Group Reports
• WQMN kits and consumables
• Sponsored Research Reports
• Autumn Members’ Day
• Occasional workshops and training days
• End of season Newsletter
• Advice and consultation from Board and Executive Director

Our Work:
• Monitoring threats to the rivers 
• Promoting good river 

management practices
• Promote Game Fishing
• Advocacy and Campaigns
• Research and Training
• Legal Action

Citizen Science – WQMN, Smart Rivers and Riverfly Planning ‘radar’ from members and citizens



Conservation 

• Improve the water quality of the chalk 
streams.   

• Ensure we have year-round sustainable 
levels of water in our rivers. 

• Improve the river habitat to cope with 
the effects of climate change. 

• Bring back the salmon to our rivers. 

Fishing 

• Ensure the rivers have a sustainable balance of 

wild and stocked fish for game fishing. 

• Promote the wonderful sport of game fishing on 

Hampshire’s iconic chalk streams. 

• Encourage future generations into the sport. 

Our Goals for the Future: 



MIND THE GAP – CATCHMENT DELIVERY Big gaps in data – flow data; 
surveys; chemicals…. and data 
consistency (time / method)

!

CPs aren’t their own entity –
can’t apply for or hold funds

Most CPs aren’t able to 
develop and deliver priorities 

in funding and time

!

20% of waterbodies have not 
had project work since 2010

!

!

Catchment Partnership – Benchmarking 



Ways and Means
• Work in partnership locally: 

• Principally the Test and Itchen Catchment Partnership and the Meon Valley Partnership
• Itchen Salmon Delivery Plan
• Project White Hart

• Watercress and Winterbournes Landscape Project
• Southern Water Community Meetings
• Police and Crime Commissioner Rural Engagement Forum
• Hampshire & IOW Constabulary Rural Crime Partnership
• With Pilhill Brook Association, TARCA, Cheriton Conservation Volunteer Group, Meon Valley 

Conservation Group, Upper Itchen Restoration CIC, Friends of the Itchen Estuary and Pan Parish River 
Pollution Forum

• Increase our influence: We are working with other national level NGOs and campaign 
groups to press those in power for reform of the water sector and planning laws to protect 
and restore our rivers. 

• Growing our membership: We aim to grow our membership and attract new forms of 
support from commercial organisations and others. 



2015 - EA report on Freshwater Angling
2017 - Angling Trust Report
2019 - DEFRA -The Natural Capital Value of  T&OL

Main Findings
• T&OL is worth £10.5 bn annually to the UK economy (GVA) 

(2019).
• This is equivalent of 1.4% of UK GDP.  The ecosystem 

contribution is 0.9% (2019).
• Freshwater anglers' activities generate the equivalent of 27,000

full time jobs (2015).
• Freshwater angling contributed £1.46 bn to UK economy (2015)
• Anglers each spent an average of £400 on tackle and £110 on 

club fees each year (2015).  
• Trip related expenditure for trout and grayling fishing was £115 m 

(2015)
• Trip related expenditure for salmon and sea trout was £7.3m 

(2015)
• Fishing providers and volunteers carry out conservation work to 

the value of £??m, equivalent to ??? full time jobs and ??m
workdays each year.

Ecosystem contribution to the UK 
economy through tourism and outdoor 

leisure is estimated at £22.4 bn 
expenditure annually

Recreational Fishing is worth

£2.5 bn
to the UK economy

2.4 million days 
Fishing for trout and grayling

• 19.4million days fishing for coarse fish
• 134,000 days fishing for salmon and sea trout (EA)
• 2.4 million days fishing for brown trout, rainbow trout 

and grayling
• Habitat management and conservation are carried out 

on ?? Hectares/ kms of rivers as a result of fishing.

• ?? out of four people who take part in fishing say it is 
important to them and their personal wellbeing.

Need this information boiled down to Catchment 
Level



• The Test and Itchen Catchment

• But:

• EA WFD Assessment year 

• Probably worse than this and  WFD

National Standards being used for 

assessments and not NE Common 

Standards Monitoring Guidance 

(CSMG) for  chalk streams

The Challenges



• Sewage is not just water companies 

business

• Modern life is dependant on many 

eco-toxic chemicals  - in river effects

• We are water scarce and 

engineering can only do so much –

consumption behaviours are key.

The Challenges 



The Challenge and it gets worse!

Magnified again by 78% increase in imposed housing targets



• Consultations

• The Land Use Framework.  
• SW Spring Follow on Consultation to the Havant Thicket Waster water recycling 

Scheme. 
• Ofwat Growth Duty Consultation. 
• The Water Sector Commission.   
• Battery Energy Storage Systems – Testwood – rejected
• TVBC Local Plan Regulation 18 Revised - 2042 - Stockbridge
• Holbury Lane Development – 52 new houses on a Biofilm PTP
• Rights of Rivers

• Partnerships
• National Fisheries Coalition – Angling Trust, Atlantic Salmon Trust,  Game 

and Wildlife Conservation Trust, Institute of Fisheries Management, Wild 
Trout Trust, WildFish and the Test and Itchen Association

CAMPAIGNING  FOR BETTER WATER



CAMPAIGNING  FOR BETTER WATER





Water Quantity

• Hampshire Water Transfer and Waste 
Water Recycling Project  Spring 
Consultation – T&IA Support the Project.
• Developed Consent Order submission this 

year
• SoS decision in 2026
• Construction 2027
• Operational 2034

• Stood by to help SW and others to counter the 
Havant Matters Pressure Group



EA Spill Data – Our Rivers – 2024 v 2023 – selected 
sites

Southern Water 
Location

River Hrs 
Spilt

No of 
Spills

1 Kings Somborne WWTW Test - conf Anton to conf 
Dun

5481 252

2 West Wellow WWTW Blackwater (Test and 
Itchen)

4059 216

3 Wickham WWTW Meon 2833 175

4 Redlynch WWTW Blackwater 2660 138

5 Millbrook WWTW River Test 1630 122

6 Fareham Road Wickham 
CEO

Meon 877 70

7 Slowhill Copse WWTW Southampton Water 969 84

8 Chickenhall Eastleigh 
WWTW

Itchen 999 73

9 Ashlett Creek WWTW Southampton Water 516 32 -50%

10 Romsey WWTW Test - conf Dun to Tadburn
Lake

959 68 44 hrs 
at PS 
&SO

Southern Water Location River Hrs Spilt No of 
Spills

11 Portswood WWTW Itchen / Southampton 
Water

994 91

12 Wellow Mill WPS Blackwater (Test and 
Itchen)

755 63

13 Pound Road Bursledon 
CEO

Unnamed Tributary of the 
Itchen

437 95 39% reduction in 
hrs

14 Chapel Wharf WPS River Itchen 
Estuary/Southampton W

335 40 44% reduction in 
hrs

15 Chilbolton WWTW Test - conf Dever to conf 
Anton

175 17 76% reduction in 
hours

16 Woolston WWTW River Itchen Estuary 340 35 33% reduction in 
hours

17 Burnetts Lane WPS Itchen 301 31
18 Fullerton WWTW Test - conf Dever to conf 

Anton
1314 74 297% increase in 

hrs
19 East Meon WWTW Meon 406 32 72% increase in 

hrs

Totals 26,331 1693 Increase of 922 
hrs

Test 
2023 – 8,429 hrs
2024 – 9,559 hrs

Blackwater
2023- 6,821
2024 - 7,474

Southampton 
Water 
2023 – 4,516
2024 – 3,684

Meon 
2023 – 3,716
2024 – 3,877

Itchen
2023 – 2,149
2024 – 1,737



WATER QUALITY



• Water Expert Group has been set up with heavy representation from the 
UIR CIC group.

• First Task is to review the Angling Trust results –

• Some drop off of volunteer WQMN – 50 boxes have sampled and 9 sites 
have dropped off.

• We now have an interactive map

• The bottom of the rivers have less WQMN volunteers.
• There may be gaps in monitoring downstream of, Fullerton, Harestock and 

Portswood, Eastleigh and Chickenhall WWTWs.
• An aspiration to involve the Friends of Itchen Estuary in sampling.
• Some more work to think about conductivity variations through the year 

and whether that correlates to rainfall, crop cover timings and CSO
discharges.

• Temperature is showing seasonal variation as expected.
• Some of the readings, such as low or high phosphate readings, suggest 

that we may need some refresher training on what to do when these 
readings occur.

WATER QUALITY

ttps://www.google.com/maps/d
/edit?mid=1rkYeVni7psyXzIvMV
NPXpaIThSCNJOc&usp=sharing

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1rkYeVni7psyXzIvMVNPXpaIThSCNJOc&usp=sharing


Coming soon …

19

• Report on 18 month of WQMN 
in our catchment – hopefully 
before year’s end.



Findings
Nitrate
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Nitrate Heatmap

Source - EA

!"
#A

!"
#"

!"
AB

!"
A!

!"
AC

!"
AD

!"
AE

!"
AF

!"
AG

!"
A#

!"
AA

!"
A"

!"
"B

!"
"!

!"
"C

!"
"D

!"
"E

!"
"F

!"
"G

!"
"#

!"
"A

!"
""

CB
BB

CB
B!

CB
BC

CB
BD

CB
BE

CB
BF

CB
BG

CB
B#

CB
BA

CB
B"

CB
!B

CB
!!

CB
!C

CB
!D

CB
!E

CB
!F

CB
!G

CB
!#

CB
!A

CB
!"

CB
CB

CB
C!

CB
CC

CB
CD

CB
CE

HI-KLMNOPQMK-RS Q-TRKU9PWKLU;- E<# E<E E<E E<G E<F E<# F<! E<C E<C E<# E<A E<E E<G F<! F<G F<C F<! F<D F<# F<A G<A G<! G<# G<D F<A F<# G<" #<B G<" #<B #<! G<# G<# #<D #<D #<D #<D #<F

=>K- ?KN@-PARO- E<G D<A D<E E<! D<" E<! E<! E<! D<F E<C D<A D<F E<! E<A F<B E<E E<! E<D E<A F<! G<G F<G F<F F<F E<A E<G F<C F<G F<G F<" F<E F<D G<D G<A G<E G<G G<B G<C G<B #<! #<B G<# G<" #<F

HROUN@-KPWKNNB WNKNC;IPWKLU;- E<" E<F E<! F<B F<B F<B F<C E<A E<A E<# F<D E<" E<# E<" F<G G<D F<G F<! F<# G<! G<C #<! G<A G<! G<! G<# #<B G<A #<C G<# G<# #<G A<C A<C A<B #<" #<" #<G A<C A<G A<G A<F A<#

aMbI-O aMbI-OPQMNB- D<A E<F E<D E<B E<C E<D E<G E<G E<# E<G D<" E<A E<F E<! E<F F<C F<E F<! E<# E<" F<D F<G G<A G<B G<F G<B F<G F<D F<# G<B G<B G<D F<" F<" G<A #<D #<! #<C G<A G<# G<F #<G #<F #<E #<E #<A

aMbI-O cR9MNO E<! E<! E<! E<C E<E E<F E<" E<D E<E E<# E<G E<D E<# F<C F<E F<! E<" F<B F<E F<F G<A G<! G<F G<B F<G F<E F<A G<B G<! G<E F<" F<" G<# #<C #<B G<" G<G G<# G<F #<F #<E #<C #<E #<A

aMbI-O QMPHKN99PWKLU;- D<" E<G E<D E<B E<E E<E E<F E<G E<" E<E E<C F<C E<# E<E E<" F<E F<G F<E F<C F<E F<G F<A G<# G<D G<# G<D G<B F<A G<D G<D G<C G<G G<D G<C #<! #<C #<D #<! G<A #<! G<A A<B #<A #<G #<D A<!

aMbI-O dMM-KeNCKO- E<! E<# E<F E<D E<E E<E E<F E<A E<A E<" E<A E<G E<" E<A E<F E<" F<F F<G F<D F<C F<D F<F F<# G<A G<D G<G G<C F<A F<A G<C G<! G<B G<F G<C G<! G<" #<D #<C #<! G<A #<B G<# #<# #<G #<F #<F A<B

WNTPARB- QMNB-PHNSSNO E<B C<# F<E D<# E<B C<D !<" F<F E<# C<! D<F D<" E<E E<C D<C D<F E<D E<F G<F D<# F<F D<F !<" !<" D<A D<# D<B E<B !<A D<E F<F G<D D<C D<C !<A D<C C<! E<B F<! D<B E<E F<D

aMbI-O WL9INf9MNB- E<C E<G E<F E<C E<E E<D E<E E<" E<A F<G E<F E<B F<! E<A E<E E<" F<E F<F F<D F<! F<C F<E F<G G<# G<! G<F G<! F<A F<G F<" G<! G<B G<E G<B F<G #<B #<B #<! #<B G<F G<G G<E #<C #<F #<D #<# #<G

aMbI-O gRM-K9PhL>> F<F E<# E<A E<" F<! F<B F<G F<D F<C F<! E<F F<D F<F E<" F<D F<G G<B F<A F<A F<G F<" F<" G<A G<G G<# G<C G<! F<" G<D G<D G<F #<B G<A G<D #<F #<C #<A #<# #<A #<# #<E #<E A<C #<" #<G #<A

hNOB9PWKNNB QTRiMI>LO; C<E D<B D<B C<E C<D !<" C<! C<D C<C !<A !<" C<A C<G E<G C<A C<D C<A C<A C<E C<C C<B C<B !<A C<C C<E !<" !<# !<" !<G !<G C<! !<# !<F !<A !<E !<D

M-9M kN>IRSfMNO G<! F<D F<F G<! F<E G<D G<! G<B G<F G<B G<C F<E F<F G<B G<A #<C G<" G<F #<B #<C #<D A<C #<G #<A #<F #<D #<E A<! A<D A<D A<G A<# A<# "<B "<C A<# A<" "<C

M-9M lCLUIRSfMNO #<E A<! #<E #<# #<D #<! #<B #<F #<F #<# #<E #<G A<! A<G A<E A<E A<" "<! A<" A<A "<E

M-9M d@-KMNO E<" E<! E<D E<A F<B E<F E<G E<G E<G D<D F<! E<C D<G F<B F<D F<# E<# D<# F<! F<E F<A G<A G<C G<D F<A E<A E<! F<C F<" G<" #<D #<E F<# F<A #<G #<G #<! A<A "<E

M-9M mILMbICKbI F<! F<D F<E E<G F<C E<" E<G F<G F<# G<! F<# F<! F<# G<! G<E #<C G<# #<B G<G G<B F<F G<" G<F G<G #<C #<# #<# #<C A<D A<E A<B "<B "<D

WNCKO-PnL@C>-M aKNOPWKLU;-PokK-PCBB!PRMPpCK9MeNCKO-PkKLNK9TE<" E<E E<! E<" E<D F<C F<B F<! E<G F<! E<A E<F F<E F<E F<" F<D E<A F<C F<G F<" G<# G<! G<D F<" F<F F<E G<D G<D G<! G<! F<E F<A G<F #<B G<A G<D G<D G<E G<! #<! G<A G<# G<" #<F

M-9M cR9MP=9MNOPHNSSNO E<C E<# F<E E<" F<! E<F F<G F<A F<B F<" G<B G<E G<B F<G F<" G<C G<G #<C #<B #<D G<A G<F G<D G<# G<A G<" #<! G<" G<A #<F #<" #<A #<A #<# #<G #<F A<D A<E A<D A<# "<!

?-@-K QCMMNOPQbNMO-i F<A F<B F<C F<" F<E G<E G<B G<B F<G G<G G<E G<D G<G G<" #<! #<! G<" #<D #<D #<! #<E #<F #<# #<G #<! #<C #<B #<C G<" G<F #<! G<" #<D G<E G<" #<C #<C G<" #<C

?-@-K WKRO9eCKi G<! F<# F<# G<F G<E #<C G<# #<! G<E G<G G<A G<F G<" #<! #<# #<# #<E #<F #<G #<# A<E A<E A<A A<E A<C A<D #<" A<B A<! A<! A<! #<# A<D A<E A<G A<G A<# A<F A<D A<F A<A "<! A<E A<G

M-9M rsQP=OUN@-KPmTMm F<E F<" G<! G<E #<B G<A #<B G<" G<" G<" G<G G<# G<G G<" G<G G<E #<C #<D #<E #<F #<C #<D G<" #<# #<" #<G #<A #<"

=OMNO tC>>-KMNO F<C G<D F<" F<" F<! F<" G<C G<C F<E G<! G<C G<B G<E #<! #<D #<! G<A #<! #<C #<F A<E A<! A<E A<! #<A #<A #<G #<A #<A #<" #<G #<# A<B A<D A<! A<! #<A A<B #<# A<" A<C A<! A<C A<G

M-9M ANO;9MNbBPoA-bBuNKUT F<# F<# G<! F<F F<F F<D G<! F<F G<C F<" F<E G<D G<G G<! G<D G<G #<! G<A G<F G<A G<" #<! #<# #<G #<" #<# #<F #<" #<E #<F #<F #<# #<F #<E #<A A<B A<C A<C A<C A<C A<D A<F A<G A<F A<E A<F

mR>>NfPWKNNB WN99LO;MNO G<" A<B G<" #<! G<B G<# #<E #<E #<D #<C #<! G<E G<G #<A A<G A<G A<C A<B #<" A<E A<A "<A "<A "<G "<D "<D "<C "<E "<! A<# A<A A<E A<# A<" "<G "<B "<! A<A A<A A<G "<" "<B A<" A<" "<#

M-9M pNC;IMNO A<! A A<E A<# A<F A<E A<G

M-9M hNMML9uNOM F<F F<E F<E F<# E<G F<C G<! G<F G<" G<E #<G A<D A<G A<C A<F A<E

?CO rsQPgRKU-OPtL9IPtRKS E<" F<B E<# F<E F<C F<F E<" E<A F<F F<! F<B F<B F<F F<" F<F F<D F<D F<# F<G F<A F<" G<E G<B F<F F<E F<F F<C F<C F<A F<E F<C G<B G<B F<# F<A F<F F<# F<"

M-9M gK-RMeKLU;- E<# F<D F<F F<B F<! E<" F<! F<# F<# F<# F<F F<D G<! F<A F<C G<B G<C G<G G<D F<A G<C G<E G<# #<D #<B #<E #<B G<A G<A G<A G<" G<# #<! G<# G<A #<E #<G #<# #<G #<F #<D #<! A<! A<B #<F A<! #<"

M-9M hLUU>-eKLU;- F<E F<G F<A F<G F<B F<" G<! G<G G<D F<" G<! G<B G<G #<B G<G #<D #<B G<A G<# G<D G<A G<F G<" G<E G<# #<C #<E #<D #<D #<E #<E G<G #<C #<" #<# #<A #<F

MRUeCKOPARB- nNS9-iPWifR99 E<! D<" D<D E<C D<G D<F F<A D<# D<A D<A E<# E<E E<! D<" E<G E<A E<# E<D E<F E<G E<# E<E E<G F<F E<A E<A E<A E<F E<# E<G E<F E<E E<B D<F D<F D<G E<F F<#

M-9M WKNRU>ROU9PoANO;eKLU;-T E<A F<E F<C F<B F<E E<G F<E F<G F<E F<G F<B G<B F<# F<B F<A G<B G<F G<C F<# G<B G<! G<G G<A G<# #<C G<A G<G G<G G<# G<# G<G G<" G<F G<F #<C #<D #<D #<G G<A #<G #<B #<E #<# #<G #<G A<B

M-9M M-9MTNNU F<E E<A E<A F<! E<" F<! F<F F<F F<E F<E F<B F<G F<# F<! F<" G<C G<F G<C G<! G<F G<! G<D #<B G<A #<D G<" G<F G<E G<A G<# G<# G<" G<G G<E #<D #<D #<E #<D #<C #<D #<! #<# #<" #<G #<A A<B

W>RbBTRM-K vCM9-iPWKLU;- D<" D<# D<D D<E D<F D<G D<" E<E D<" D<" E<! E<! E<A F<C E<D E<F E<A E<G E<E E<B E<! D<A E<B E<E E<F F<D E<G E<E G<B E<A E<E E<# F<C E<G E<B F<B E<# F<D E<D D<F E<! E<# D<" F<B F<D F<# F<D

h-NO cR9MPh-NO F<! F<G

h-NO ?KRiMNO F<B F<D F<E E<" F<! G<! F<G E<A G<B G<! G<B G<B #<C #<D #<A G<F G<C G<A G<F G<D #<! G<C F<" G<C F<" G<! E<# F<# F<C G<G F<A F<F F<" F<A

h-NO mRKOuNKU E<E E<A D<" F<B F<! F<! F<! E<# F<D F<! F<! G<E G<E G<E F<# F<# G<D G<C G<G G<" G<E G<G G<A G<F G<C G<E G<F G<E G<G G<D G<B G<A G<G G<# G<# G<F G<G G<G #<B G<# #<B G<" #<!

h-NO ?KNwuNKU D<F E<# E<# E<F E<E E<D E<G F<G F<C E<# E<" F<! E<" E<# F<" G<B G<B F<# F<F G<! F<" G<D G<A G<D G<E G<B F<" F<" G<C G<E G<! G<E G<C F<A G<G G<G G<F G<G G<#

h-NO hL9>LO;uNKU E<E E<G E<G E<C G<E G<C G<G G<B G<! F<" G<D G<E G<C G<D G<G

h-NO mLbBIRS E<F E<F E<E E<! G<! G<B F<# F<A G<E

h-NO rf9MK-RSPxONT>- G<A F<# F<A G<C F<D F<D F<G F<A F<D F<A F<C F<C F<" G<! F<A G<B F<F G<B F<G G<B F<" F<" F<" G<!

h-NO MLMbIuL->U E<E E<F E<G E<F E<E E<F F<C E<A E<F E<D E<" E<F E<B F<C F<F F<C F<B E<# F<C F<C F<C G<! F<D F<F F<D E<# E<A F<D F<E F<B F<F E<" E<" F<E G<B F<# F<# F<D F<A F<D F<" F<G F<E F<# F<A

nL
@-
KPM
-9
M

nL
@-
KPh
-N
O

vLMKRM-PS;s>P=OOCR>P=@-KR;-

nL
@-
KPa
Mb
I-
O

Drinking Water Standard (DWS)

Nitrate at Gaters Mill vs Drinking Water Standard

Source – Portsmouth Water

River Itchen - Age of Water at Water Table

Source – Portsmouth Water

Modelling by Portsmouth Water suggests a 10% to 
16% reduction in Nitrate input required to meet 

Drinking Water standards



Findings
Phosphate
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Phosphate Heatmap

Source - EA
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How much Phosphate is 
Good ?
• Environment Agency – WFD Good 

upper limit 0.1 mg/l PO4-P
• Natural England – targets for 2027 

between 0.02 and 0.04 mg/l PO4-P 
for SAC / SSSI
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• Average of 0.03 mg/l PO4-P meets WFD High, but …
• 50% exceed Natural England targets for SAC/SSSI
• Regular spikes



WATER QUALITY

• Plumbosolvency –
emerging discussion and 
enquiry – phosphate  
dosing
• Road Run-off –

Stormwater Shepherds

Household Cleaning Chemicals



micro-particulate project 

24

We want to find out : 1. Are micro-particles in the river ?
2. What kind of particles are there ?
3. Where do they come from ?



What they found
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Tyre particle

• Micro-fibres
• 0.2mm – 1.3mm long
• Mostly black, blue, purple

• Particles
• Tyre wear particles (rubber)
• Polyethylene
• Fibreglass

• Headline findings
• Widespread presence of micro-

particles and fibres
• Micro-fibres dominate samples
• Little variation across sites or seasons

Tyre wear 
particle

Natural 
fibre

Synthetic 
fibre

Fibreglass shard



Where does this come from ?
• Candidates

• Washing machines with off-mains 
drainage (septic tanks)

• Sewage sludge spreading on fields
• Run-off from roads
• Materials from agriculture, 

aquaculture
• Fibreglass linings in pipes (culverts, 

boreholes)
• Derelict buildings
• Atmospheric deposition (e.g. airborne 

pollution from Southampton docks)
• Direct littering

• Probably not …
• CSOs - only 1 CSO in the locality – all 

samples taken upstream
• Sewage works - local WwTW 

discharges to groundwater, not river
• Landfill – no nearby site
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• Next objective – can we 
identify source(s) ?



What is the impact of micro-particulates ?
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From Baechler et al, 2019
Microplastic occurrence and effects in commercially harvested North American finfish and shellfish

• Risks to wildlife
• Entanglement
• Choking, blocked digestive system
• Leakage of toxic additives into 

tissues
• Reduced feeding
• Fewer offspring
• Reduced survival

• Micro-particles coated with 
chemical pollutants



• Poaching and Rural Crime

• SOCG – Serious Organised Crime Groups

RIVER MANAGEMENT

• The Itchen Breach above Woodmill



• Stock Return for 2024 – All figures provisional:
• Rod Catches in UK 5390 - 14% up on 23 but 3rd lowest recorded
• Conservation Limit surpassed on only 7 of 64 rivers
• At risk rivers highest since recording in 2010
• 120 declared caught by rod on the Test and Itchen 

Salmon



1. Address diffuse pollution
2. Enhance the quality and extent of spawning and 

juvenile habitat and improve upstream and 
downstream fish passage

3. Safeguard sufficient flow
4. Ensure fisheries management measures protect 

salmon populations
5. Implement climate change adaptation measures
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Safeguarding our rivers since 1907

Pilhill Brook

Bourne

Test

Candover

Anton

Test

Dun

Wallop Brook

Blackwater

Dever

Arle

Cheriton

Itchen

Meon

Test Itchen

Questions


