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What Fly Is This?

Clues

> An emerger

> Not English

> Not with a CDC feather




Clue

Henri Bresson
b.1925, d.2011




A. What A Difference An 'E' Makes?

Sanitisation even applies to the naming of trout flies!

* 'La petite peute’ (Jean-Paul Pequegnot - 'French Fishing Flies’, 1984, 1987)
* Franc-Comtois dialect - m. peut/f. peute = ugly

* Promoted by Henri Bresson. A pattern given to him by a Gypsy poacher on the
river Cusancin

* Represents an emerging caddis. Hook size to suit hatching naturals (12-18).
Body of yellow tying silk. A feather from the breast of a wild female mallard.
Fibres bent back along the body and held down by the finishing knot

* Rumoured that originally, the fly was called 'La petite pute’. Thanks PW!



'French Fishing Flies'

Dr. Jean-Paul Pequegnot

The 'Soufflacul’
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Our Historical Timeline

Four Broad Quartiles

* 1st. - Founded 1836 - 1850. A profile is established. An influential Society
* 2nd. - 1850 - 1900. The ‘Golden Age' in terms of famous members
* 3rd. - 1900 - 1950. Two wars got in the way. More snakes than ladders

* 4th. - 1950 - Present. More ladders than snakes. A different profile is
established. Today's enviable profile. See what the trolls say on-line!

* How would we define what we are and what we have today?



1st. First Half of The Nineteenth Century
Founded 1836 - 1850

* A meeting place in London - Anywhere with good beer!

* Most lived in London. Most fished in the Thames & tribs. close-by

* Most fish were killed. Monday evening meetings for the weighing-in of fish
* Prizes offered (cash, cups, jewellery) for specimen fish / large catches

* Other social gatherings started to attract press attention

* >90% a social club. < 10% a fishing club



2nd. Second Half of The Nineteenth Century
1850 - 1900

* Development of an influential profile. Prominence of some members

* Development of a library. A museum of specimen fish. Other artefacts

* Weekly meetings continue. Reading of papers becomes established

* BUT - Thames becomes increasingly degraded and impounded

* Foray in to the renting of waters (Chilterns). Mostly linked to rail access
* Diversification of fishing clubs. Gresham Angling Club. Fly Fishers' Club.
* >75% a social club. < 25% a fishing club
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WEIGHING IN THE FISH.



3rd. First Half of The Twentieth Century
1900 - 1950

* Reading of papers continues to c. WW1 and not resurrected

* Move away from the killing of fish

* Reduced importance of weekly meetings. Club Room is a ‘bolt hole

* Fewer members with an influential profile. Some notable authors remain

* The focus shifts toward the renting of waters. Chilterns, then Rivers Kennet
& Lambourn

* < 25% a social club. > 75% a fishing club



4th. Second Half of The Twentieth Century

1950 - Present

* Loss of a capacious Club Room (1955). Loss of the collections. Fish, books, artefacts.
Sold, lost, 'borrowed on permanent loan’

* Twenty 'Wilderness Years' without an adequate Club Room

* Renting of waters now dominant. BUT - Abandonment of the Kennet in favour of a
move westwards. A brave move which set the scene for the Society's success today

* Membership more dispersed. Newsletter - PSJ introduced. Rod Room acquired (1976)
* Recent shift to online comms.

* <10% a social club. > 90% a fishing club



Changes Over Time - Diaspora Of Members

Channels of Communication More Important

* Journal of The Piscatorial Society. Is it read? But at least its recorded
* The New Great Scrap Book - main theme ‘re-naturalisation?

* The Intranet. Member -> Society -> Member -> Member

* The Online Museum. More scope and capacity for recording

* Zoom meetings. Even more scope and capacity for recording e.g. AGM

* Fly Day & Hordern Meeting. Face to face



Our Approach

A More Structured Approach to Narrating and Recording

* Past - Alumni, achievements, artefacts not well documented. Random jumble of documents and other
materials

* 2005 - Nicky Mulholland. Structured file of notes based on minutes and other largely internal sources.
Plus some wider, external research.

* Today - Broaden the external research. Augmented narrative based on multiple external sources. The
Society 'in context’. BBC Verify / PS Verify

* Create a regular series of short ‘essays’ published in JPS under ‘A History of The Society In 100
Objects’ plus occasional 'Piscatorial Profiles’. Structured, cross referencing of articles

* Important to list the 'sources’ as a base for future reference and/or research. Cut & paste ‘anthology’
of cited paragraphs, quotations and other snippets

* Not claimed to be comprehensive/exhaustive. Enough to form informative, stand alone, articles



Example
The Boldini Cartoons

* "We think these were painted by Giovanni Boldini .... He was famous .... they might be worth
a huge amount of money ... if they are we might sell them and buy all of the River Test!"

* BUT - already deduced by Nicky Mulholland, Tim Olsen and others that Giovanni was not
the (Droids) Boldini we are looking for

* SO - which other artist Boldini's might be contenders?

* Giuseppe A - Giovanni's brother?

* Giuseppe B - Another artist entirely? - Back to Guiseppe A - Defo. his brother
* Link to Burto Perelli-Rocco - Boat called ‘Lombardy’
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The New Great
Scrap Book
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To-Jtock OrNot To-JStock?

\.WMJWM! seguential issues of Glassic Angling’ magazine caryied fowr articles whick
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.%mﬁtmday and those ‘ggainst stocking’ did not reach qgreement and as there was no way
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Tom Fort challenges the idea
that limiting stocking to 21b
trout is wrong, and thinks that
a no-more-rainbows policy
would be beneficial as well

elsewhere. I asked him what the biggest fish

of the season had been. He hesitated, looking

a trifle shamefaced, then confessed that it had

been a rainbow a shade under 121b.

I began to wonder if the 20 or so plutocrats
and aristocrats who made up the Houghton
Club (which, of course, owns its waters and so
feels absolutely answerable to no one) were
the right people to have anything to do with
this beautiful but much abused chalkstream.

Houghton Club waters were certainly
stocked in the days of Mick Lunn’s
grandfather William Lunn (inventor of the
Lunn’s Particular and the Houghton Ruby).
But according to JW Hills in River Keeper or
Summer on the Test (I'm quoting from memory),
the average size was 2Ib, and a big fish was
4]b. I'm sure Mick Lunn had his misgivings
sbout tipping in bin-sized rainbows, but in
‘he end, he was a club servant. His tied
sottage and salary were dep(mdmt on doing
he toffs” bidding.

As it happens, 21b is, according to Neil
‘reeman, the size limit for stocked trout
seing proposed by the Environment Agency.
e also claims it is the lower limit. I have not
‘hecked the fine print, but it seems to me
uaed:blyunllkdy that the FA is actually
uggesﬁnga]l the fish are 2Ib and not an

will thuemlly bea ban on fish-

JCKING POLICY
IALKSTREAMS

-

Test and Itchen in general. This reminds me
of a visit (my only visit) to a tackle shop in
Stockbridge to buy a pair of Polaroid glasses.
‘While I browsed, a youngish couple came in
1o ask the proprietor about fishing the Test.

I heard him (1 kid you not) describe the
river as “‘the Everest of fly fishing”. The
stocked fisheries of the middle and lower Test
and Itchen are certainly extremely expensive,
but hallowed? They are just put-and-take
fisheries, managed —according to Freeman —
“because of the sheer number of anglers fish-
ing these classic (there you go again) rivers".

But it must have occurred to Freeman that
maybe “sheer number” is the problem (and
the fact that many of them know next to
nothing about what true fly-fishing should
be). In fact, he comes close to conceding this
when he says that at Broadlands, the wild
trout that somehow survive the weekly
invasion of half-witted and deeply
disoriented stockies have, in his words,
“become the prime target for the discerning
rods we have ended up with at the fishery”.

That sentence is, of course, somewhat
ambiguous. He could mean that discerning
rods go after the wildies, and the more

numerous, undiscerning ones hammer those
stocked fish with a relentless assault of
daddies purchased from the above-
mentioned Stockbridge tackle shop.

I recall that the same owners and managers
put on a similar collective howl of outrage
some years ago when the FA banned stocking
of diploid trout and ordered that from hence-
forth, only triploid (infertile) trout should be
stocked. It was claimed (and you still hear it)
that for some unfathomable reason, triploids
are less inclined than diploids to feed at the
surface, that they have an incurable genetic
prediliction for grubbing around on the

bottom and ignoring the delicately cast daddy
floating above. It should be obvious to anyone

who knows anything about chalkstream
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Archive Material
A History of The Society in 100 Objects

* Our Illustrious Alumni. Cholmondeley-Pennell, Jardine, Buckland, Francis,
Fennell, Marston, Senior, Mottram, Sheringham, Saundby, Turing, Wilson,
Goddard, Hayter, Paxman

* Feats of derring-do. Formation of TAPS, The Mundella Act, Trout to the
Antipodes, Foundation of ACA, Adoption of electro-fishing,
Re-naturalisation

* Artefacts still in our possession. Photos for the online museum

* Artefacts no longer in our possession. Defo photos for the online museum






Plscafomal Profiles

Hal Thirlaway

* Nicky Mulholland

* Sean Crampton (L C-W)
* T.R. Sachs

* Peter Deane ->

* Topics & objects as well as people




"History Is Always A Work In Progress”

Glenn Kumhera - Penn State Behrend

<- Re-written Evolving ->



Future Acquisitions Strategy

Limited Space + Few Members Refer to The Books

* Library - Books which mention the Society. Books written by alumni

* Other Documents - Ephemera directly related the Society. Expensive
* Physical Artefacts - Available infrequently. Very expensive

* Photographs - More acceptable. Minimal cost. Capacious online museum

* Donation is the preferred route. Purchase might be considered
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Papers Read to The Society

Attention spans were longer in the 1800s?

* Started mid 1800s. Stopped c. WW!1 but never resurrected

* Quite lengthy. Up to an hour reading aloud

* Some readers were very popular e.g. Sheringham. Others were not!
* Many were presented. Relatively few were preserved

* Questionable quality



Ques‘rionable Qual i.'.y (The Book of The Piscatorial Society - Hammond 1936)

"... full of puns and topical allusions, now quite incomprehensible .."




Would members log-in to occasional Zoom-based evening or weekend lectures



The Society Today SEN— | —
The Society's History and PISCATORIAL

Heritage is the 'Back Story’ SOCIETY
to Our Reputation Founded 1836




The Society Today

Reputation Confers Benefits

* Simply lease waters from riparian owners NO

* Minimal or no habitat management + heavy
stocking NO

* Partnher with riparian owners to improve asset —n Tbe
values YES

* Work with multiple agencies to re-naturalise P I S C AT O R I A L
habitat YES S O C I E T Y

* Evidence based / research engaged YES o SR
= e | I
* Key individuals with effective networks YES ounac 30

* Society has built ‘preferred partner’ status YES
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